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Highboys made by William Savery were particularly elaborate
and beautifully carved. In the bedrooms were chests of drawers
and also chests on chests. Slant-topped desks, with or without
book case tops, were used. Beds commonly had four tall posts
and a tester hung with curtains. In the early part of the period
cupboards were frequently built in, often in pairs.
The tall clocks of this period were designed like the furniture.
They often had block fronts, scrolled pediments with finials,
columns, bracket feet, or fretwork for decoration. They were
frequently carved or japanned in an elaborate manner. Clocks
and mirrors were new at this period and received more ornamenta-
tion than was desirable*
Fabrics. Many kinds of fabrics were used. Damasks, silks,
mohair, needlework, haircloth, linen, woolens, and cottons such
as calico and chintz were common. Walls were often hung with
papers or textiles. Chinese, Classical, and other papers were ad-
vertised at this rime. Painted canvases found favor both as floor
and as wall covering. Persian and Turkish rugs were used, and
also Scotch carpets.
Metals, Pottery, and Dishes. The designs in metalwork were
often copied from the furniture decoration. Iron, brass, silver,
and pewter were used. The fireplace tools were made of iron or
brass. The Franklin stove was very popular during the eighteenth
century. Candlestands were made of iron or brass; chandeliers
and sconces were commonly of brass.
Imported and domestic pewter was generally used. Silver uten-
sils were designed in the Rococo manner, often showing the same
decorative motifs as the furniture. The contours of silver pieces
had now become bulbous, even the lids being domed, Feet were
constructed on some of the hollow ware. There were many fine
silversmiths in the colonies, among them Paul Revere of Revolu-
tionary fame. Sheffield plate was imported and later manufac-
tured by the colonists.
Henry Stiegel manufactured glass of high quality in Pennsyl-
vania. The potters, however, were less active than the metal,
glass, and wood workers, for their pottery consisted mostly of a
crude type of stoneware and glazed earthenware. Much of the
table porcelain was imported from England, Holland, and China,

